In Memoriam

The gemological world mourns the passing of two influential figures, Alan Hodgkinson and
Professor Dr. Henry Hénni.
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Alan Hodgkinson, a renowned gemmologist, author, and
educator, passed away on 7 October 2024, at the age of &7. - Mm;"i‘_lig;mm
Born in Liverpool, his gemmological journey began in
Aberdeen. He later relocated to Glasgow, where he served as
a training officer and opened his own jewellery shop.
Passionate about education, he lectured professionally
around the world for over 40 years, offering talks and

courses, and collaborating with experts like Eric Bruton. He

actively contributed to the Scottish gemmological
community, supporting the Scottish Gemmological
Association and the Edinburgh Gemmological Group. His innovative thinking led to the
development of the Hanneman-Hodgkinson Refractometer and the Visual Optics method for
gemstone identification. His culminating work, Gem Testing Technigues, published in 2015,
reflects his over 50 years of research. Beyond gemmology, he enjoyed time with his family,
gardening, and exploring Scotland. His generosity and support for students will be deeply
missed.
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Professor Dr. Henry Hédnni, a leading gemological researcher,
died peacefully at his home in Basel, surrounded by his
family, on 9 January 2025, his 80th birthday. He spent more
than four decades in the industry, beginning with his time as
a technical assistant at the Mineralogical Institute at the
University of Basel, where his fascination with minerals

sparked his academic pursuits. In 1980, he completed his

Ph.D. thesis on beryl from the Swiss Alps. He joined the Swiss Gemmological Institute
(SSEF) 1n 1980 and assumed the role of director in 1990, serving for 19 years. He also
became a professor of gemology at the University of Basel in 1996, inspiring countless
students and professionals worldwide. At SSEF, he made invaluable contributions to the
institute’ s development and international reputation, conducting groundbreaking research
1n pearl and colored stone analysis, treatment detection, and origin determination. He retired
from SSEF in 2009 but remained engaged in gemstone research and education, including an
annual Pearls Workshop for the Asia Pacific Gemmologist Society (APGS) and AGIL
students for over a decade. He was a valued consultant to APGS and a prolific author and
reviewer forGems & Gemologyand The Journal of Gemmology.
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Both men made significant contributions to gemmology and will be deeply missed.
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